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The Honorable Michael K. Powell RECEIVED Di,P,$ 

We are writing about the Federal Communicarion Commission’s (the 
“Commission”) rule which prohibits I h c  common ouncrship of a broadcast station and a 
daily newspaper in the same market. otherwise b o u r n  as the “newspaperlbroaacast cross- 
ownership rule” (the “rule”). For the rcasons indicated below, we support q c a l  of the 
rule, and wc urgc rhc Commission 10 Lcxpeditiously coniplete the rulemaking process it 
initiated in r h ~ s  mane1 last September. 

Without a doubL there have been dramatic changes iC the media marketplacc 
since 1973 when the rule was adoptet by rht C o m s s i o n .  As not:d Li t he  
Commission’s Order and Notice of Proposed Rulem&np Ian September, when the rule 
was first adopted, &ere were 7,785 radio stations, 952 television stations, three malar 
broadcast networks (ABC, CBS, and NBC). cable ielewion systems served 13 per cmt 
of television households, direct broadcast satellite IDBS) providers were nonextstent, and 
the Internet was not commercially available. 

Today. there are approximately 12.900 radio stations. 1,600 full power tclcvision 
stations, 2,390 low power television nations. and 3 0  Class A television sm.103~. Thtre 
arc now four major broadcast nenrorks (ABC, CBS, hBC. and Fox), along with other 
emergmg bmadcast neworks b, LTS and WB). Today. cable rclcvlsion svstems 
serve approximately 70 p c  cenr of leievisior. households (wirh over 200 ride0 
P*F- ’ 6 serfices available on such systems. hcludmg significant ncws 
programming). Today, DBS is  serving approxmarel~~ 15 per cent of multichannel video 
p r o m m i n g  dismbuhon (IMVPD) households. Moreover, today. r h e  Intcmet also has 
become a significant source of local and nanonal news for many .-*cans. 
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We believe this explosion of mrdia sources should eliminate any concern 
regarding a lack of diversity of views in the marketplacc and compctirion. which hav: 
bcm the principal justifications for the mlc. Sincc initiating 1U r u h a k ~ n g  process last 
September. numerous broadcasters, trdae associations, and public intcrest groups, along 
with more than 1400 individuals, have filed coinmenfs and rcplp comments in the 
proceeding. We would note &at rhc vas majority o f  cornenters advocate repeal of thc 
rule. 

In light of the foregoing, we believe repeal of the rule is long overdcc. and we 
urge the Commission to complctc irs rulemaking as expeditiouslp as possible. We h a &  
you for your attention to OUT v i e w  in t h s  regard and look forward to you: response 
detailing the Commission's progress on I h s  front. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 

chairman 
Subcommittee on Telecommunications 
and rhe Inrcmct 


